DEPARTMENT OF DISTANCE EDUCATION
PUNJABI UNIVERSITY, PATIALA

SYLLABUS
M.A. (WOMEN STUDIES) PART-I (ANNUAL)
2011-2012 EXAMINATIONS

PAPER-I : CONCEPTUALISING WOMEN'S STUDIES

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PAPER-SETTER
(For Deptt. of Distance Education Candidates)

Theory : 80 Internal Assessment : 20
Pass Marks : 28 (Two House Tests of 10 marks each)
Time : 3 hours
The question paper will consist of five sections : A, B, C, D and E. Sections A,
B, C and D will have two questions each from the respective sections of the syllabus
and will carry 12 marks each. Section E will consist of 8 short-answer type questions
which will cover the entire syllabus uniformly and will carry 32 marks in all, each
short answer type question will carries 4 marks. The candidates are required to give
answer of each short-type question in 50 words, i.e. in 7-10 lines.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE DEPTT. OF DISTANCE EDUCATION CANDIDATES
Candidates are required to attempt one question each from sections A, B, C
and D of the question paper and the entire section E. The candidates are required to
give answer of each short-type question in about 50 words, i.e. in 7-10 lines.
SECTION-A
Concept and Need for Women's Studies; Scope of Women's Studies; Women's
Studies as an academic discipline.
SECTION-B
Basic Concepts : Sex, Gender (Gender Relations), Patriarchy, Feminism, Feminity,
Masculinity, Gender Discrimination and Empowerment, Gender Division of Labour.
SECTION-C
Gender Issues - An Introduction, Women & Work, Women & Health, Women &
Media, Women & Violence, Women & Law.
SECTION-D
Women's Studies in India - Origin & Growth.
Women's Studies in West - Origin & Growth.
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Aggarwal, Bina : Patriarchy and the Modernizing State : An
Introduction, in Agarwal Bina (ed.) Structures
of Patriarchy, Kali for Women, New Delhi,
1988.
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2 Syllabus

Faces of Feminism : A Study of Feminism as
a Social Movement, St. Martin's Press, New
York, 1981.

Some Questions on Feminism, Kali for
Women, New Delhi, 1986.

The Cultural Construction of Sexuality,
Routledge, New York, 1987.

Women and Society in India, Ajanta
Publication, New Delhi, 1987.

Capitalist Patriarchy and the Case for
Socialist Feminism, Monthly Review Press,
New York, 1979.

Women in Indian Society, Sage Publications,
New Delhi, 1989.

Organisation and Structure of Women Development
and Empowerment, Deep & Deep, Delhi, 2004.
Feminism and Nationalism in the Third
World, The Institute of Social Studies, The
Hague, Netherlands, 1987.

Mosse, Half the World, Half a Chance : An
Introduction to Gender Development, What
is Gender, pp 1-8, Oxfam, UK.

Gender and Household Domain (Social and
Cultural Dimensions), Sage Publication, New
Delhi, 1989.

Feminist Concepts : Part 1, 2 and 3,
Contribution to Women's Studies Series-7,
Research Centre for Women's Studies, SNDT
Women's University, Bombay, 1990.

The Creation of Patriarchy, Oxford University
Press, New Delhi, 1986.

Indian Women and Patriarchy, Concept
Publishing Company, New Delhi, 1980.
Who's Afraid of Feminism Seeing Through
the Backlash, London, Penguin, 1998.
"Women's Studies in Higher Education in
India: Some Reflections", Samyukta, Vol. III,
No. 1, January 2003.

Issues in Feminism : An Introduction to
Women's Studies, Mayfield Publishing
Company, California, 1990.

The Dialectic of Sex, N.Y., Bantam Books,
1971.
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PAPER-II : WOMEN'S MOVEMENTS AND FEMINIST THEORIES

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PAPER-SETTER
(For Deptt. of Distance Education Candidates)

Theory : 80 Internal Assessment : 20
Pass Marks : 28 (Two House Tests of 10 marks each)
Time : 3 hours

The question paper will consist of five sections : A, B, C, D and E. Sections A,
B, C and D will have two questions each from the respective sections of the syllabus
and will carry 12 marks each. Section E will consist of 8 short-answer type questions
which will cover the entire syllabus uniformly and will carry 32 marks in all, each
short answer type question will carries 4 marks. The candidates are required to give
answer of each short-type question in 50 words, i.e. in 7-10 lines.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE DEPTT. OF DISTANCE EDUCATION CANDIDATES

Candidates are required to attempt one question each from sections A, B, C
and D of the question paper and the entire section E. The candidates are required to
give answer of each short-type question in about 50 words, i.e. in 7-10 lines.

SECTION-A
Women's Movements in India
1. Women's Movements in India - Pre Independence & Post-Independence period.
2. Women's Movements in USA, UK, France and China.
SECTION-B
Liberal Feminism - Mary Wollstone Croft, J.S. Mill & Harriet Taylor, Betty Friedan.
SECTION-C

Feminist Theories
Radical Feminism - Simone De Beauvoir, Shulamith Firestone.
Marxist Feminism - Fredrick Engels, Lenin and Maria Mies.
SECTION-D
Socialist Feminism - Julliet Mitchell, Iris Young.
Post-Modern Feminism - Judith Butler, Christina Hoff.

SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Aloo, J. Dastur & : Gandhi’s Contribution to the Emanicipation
Usha. H. Mehta of Women, Bombay : Popular Prakasan, 1989.
2. Thompson, Ann & : Teaching Women : Feminism and English
Helen Wilcox Studies (Manchester : Manchester Univ.
Press 1989).
3. Nanda, B.R. : Indian Women (From Purdah to Modernity), New
Delhi : Radiant Publishers, 1990.
4. Roy, Binoy Bhusan : Socio-economic impact of Sati in Bengal and

the Role of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Calcutta,
Naya Prakash, 1987.
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Roberts, Helen
Eisenstein, Hester
Everett, J.M.

Giele, Janat Zollinger
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Dosa, Kalina

Rosa, Kalina
Chattopadhyaya,
Kamala Devi
Jayawaardana, Kumari
Sharma, Kumud
Birke, Linda
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Mies Maria, Kumari
Jayawardana

Gaur, Meena
Nirmala, Bhai
Dandvate, Pramila
Kumar, Prema Nanda

Jane, Rendall

Hamilton, Roberta

Bakshi, S.R.
Linda, Sergent (ed.)

Splender, Dalo
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Doing Feminist Research, New York, Routledge,
1981.

Contemporary Feminist Thought, London:
Unwin Paperbacks, 1984.

Women and Social Change in India, New
Delhi : Heritage Publishers, 1985.

Women and the Futures : The changing role
in America, London : Macmillan, 1979.
The Politics of Women’s Liberation (A Case
Study of an emerging social movement and
its relations), New York, Long Man Inc., 1975.
When Women are leaders, The SEWA Movement
in India, New Delhi, Vistaar Publications, 1992.
Where women are leaders, The SEWA Movement
in India, New Delhi : Vistaar Publication, 1992.
Indian Women’s Battle for Freedom, (New
Delhi: Abhinav Publications, 1983).
Feminism and Nationalism in the Third
World, New Delhi : Kali for women, 1986.
Women in Focus in Community in search of
equal role, Sangam Book, 1984.

Women Feminism and Biology, The Feminist
Challenge, Brighton: Harvester Press, 1986.
Contributions to Women’s Studies, Bombay
SNDT, 1991.

Feminism in Europe, Netherlands: Institute
of Social Studies, 1981.

Sati and Social Reform in India, Jaipur :
Publication Scheme 1989.

Harijan Women in Independent India, New
Delhi : B.R. Publishing Corporation, 1986.
Widows abandoned and Destitute Women in
India, New Delhi : Radiant Publishers, 1989.
Sri Aurobindo : A Critical Introduction, New
Delhi : Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 1988.
The Origins of Modern Feminism, Women in
Britain, France and the U.S.A. 1780-1860.
The Liberation of Women, A study of
Patriarchy and Capitalism, Boston: George
Allen Ltd., 1978.

Gandhi and Status of Women, Criterian
Publication, New Delhi, 1987.

The unhappy Marriage of Marxism and
Feminism.

Feminist Theorists : Three Centuries of
Women'’s Intellectual Traditions, London :
The Women’s Press, 1982.
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PAPER-III : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PAPER-SETTER
(For Deptt. of Distance Education Candidates)

Theory : 80 Internal Assessment : 20
Pass Marks : 28 (Two House Tests of 10 marks each)
Time : 3 hours

The question paper will consist of five sections : A, B, C, D and E. Sections A,
B, C and D will have two questions each from the respective sections of the syllabus
and will carry 12 marks each. Section E will consist of 8 short-answer type questions
which will cover the entire syllabus uniformly and will carry 32 marks in all, each
short answer type question will carries 4 marks. The candidates are required to give
answer of each short-type question in 50 words, i.e. in 7-10 lines.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE DEPTT. OF DISTANCE EDUCATION CANDIDATES

Candidates are required to attempt one question each from sections A, B, C
and D of the question paper and the entire section E. The candidates are required to
give answer of each short-type question in about 50 words, i.e. in 7-10 lines.

SECTION-A
Introduction
1. Approach to Women's studies, scope and significance of research in Women's
studies, Distinctive Methodology for Research in Women's studies.
2. Social Science Research - Scope, Objective, Uses and Objectivity.
SECTION-B
1. Relationship between Theory & Research
Research Design : Exploratory, Diagnostic, Experimental, Survey, Evaluation
Research.
SECTION-C
1. Problem formulation, Hypothesis.
2. Sampling - Significance and limitations of Sampling, Types of Sampling.
SECTION-D
1. Sources of Data :
(@) Primary
() Secondary
2. Methodology of Women's Studies Research
(a) Case Study
(b) Triangulation
(c) Content Analysis
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Bailey, D. Kenneth : Methods of Social Research, New York, The
Free Press, 1978.
2. Desai, Neera & : Critical Review of Researches in Women
Vibhuti Patel Studies, Research Centre for Women'’s

Studies, Bombay, SNDT University, 1989.
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3. Eichles, Margit Non-Sexist Research Methods, A Practical
Guide, London, Allan and Unwin, 1988.
4. Gupta, C.B. An Introduction to Statistical Methods,
Sixteenth Edition, New Delhi, Vikas
Publishing House Pvt. Ltd.
S. Kothari, C.R. Research Methdology, Methods and Techniques,
New Delhi, Wiley Eastern Ltd., 1985.
6. Mahadevan, K. et. al. "Successful Interviewing and Data Collection
in Research" in P. Krishnan et. al (eds.)
Reading in Population Research, Delhi, B.R.
Publishing Corporation, 1992.
7. Mahadevan, K. & P. Development of Research Design : Certain
Krishnan Selected Issues” in P. Krishnan et. al. (eds.)
Readings in Population Research, Delhi, B.R.
Publishing Corporation, 1992.
8. Miller, C. Delbert Hand Book of Research Design and Social
Measurement, New York, David MC Kay
Company INC, 1967.
9. Nachmias, David & Research Methods in the Social Sciences,
Nachmias, Chava New York, St. Martin’s Press, 1981.
10. Nanlin, Ronald S. Burt Conducting Social Research, London,
and John C. Vanghan McGrand Hill Book Company, (Coding, Using
the Computer Tabulation.)
11. Rosenberg, Morris The logic of Survey analysis, Basic Books,
New York, INC, 1968.
12. Standy Life and Breaking Out, Feminist Consciousness and
Snewise Feminist Research, London, Routledge and
Kegan Paul, 1983.
13. Wilkinson, T.S. & Methodology and Techniques of Social

Bhandarkar

PAPER-IV : WOMEN AND SOCIETY

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PAPER-SETTER
(For Deptt. of Distance Education Candidates)

Theory : 80
Pass Marks : 28
Time : 3 hours
The question paper will consist of five sections : A, B, C, D and E. Sections A,

Research, Bombay, Himalaya Publishing
House, 1979.

Internal Assessment : 20
(Two House Tests of 10 marks each)

B, C and D will have two questions each from the respective sections of the syllabus
and will carry 12 marks each. Section E will consist of 8 short-answer type questions
which will cover the entire syllabus uniformly and will carry 32 marks in all, each
short answer type question will carries 4 marks. The candidates are required to give
answer of each short-type question in 50 words, i.e. in 7-10 lines.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE DEPTT. OF DISTANCE EDUCATION CANDIDATES
Candidates are required to attempt one question each from sections A, B, C
and D of the question paper and the entire section E. The candidates are required to
give answer of each short-type question in about 50 words, i.e. in 7-10 lines.

SECTION-A
1. Women in Society :
(@) Ancient India
(b) Modern India
2. Position of Women in :
(EY] Hinduism
(b) Sikhism
(0 Islam
d Buddhism and Jainism
SECTION-B
1. Socialization : Concept, process, types and stages of Socialization with special
reference to women.
2. Agencies of Socialization
3. Social Construction of Gender
SECTION-C
1. Female Infanticide & foeticide
2. Sex Ratio
3. Child Marriage
4. Dowry
SECTION-D
1. Female Headed Households
2. Problems of Dalit Women
3. Domestic Violence
4. Crime against Women
SUGGESTED READINGS
1. Altekar, A.S. : The position of Women in Hindu Civilization,
Motilal Banarsidas, New Delhi, 1962.
2. Beteille, Andre : Caste, Class & Power.
3. Baig, Tara Ali (ed.) : Women of India, New Delhi, GOI Publication,
1958.
4, Desai, Neera & : Women and Society in India, Ajanta Publications,
Maithreyi Krishna Raj New Delhi, 1987
S. Everett, Jana Matson : Women and Social Change in India, New
Delhi, Heritage Publishers, 1979.
6. Government of India : Towards Equality - Report of the Committee
on the Status of Women, Ministry of Education
and Social Welfare, December, 1974.
7. Government of India : National Perspective Plan for Women 1988-
2000 AD.
8. Government of India : A Report on the Status of Women,

Shramshakthi, 1989.
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8 Syllabus

Women in Hindu Society : A Study of
Tradition and Transition, New Delhi, Jyotsna
Prakashan, 1982.

Indian Womenhood Then and Now, Indore
Satparkashan Sanchar Kendra, 1983.
Marriage and Family in India, New Delhi,
Oxford University, 1980.

Women in Colonial India, New Delhi, Oxford
University Press, 1989.

Daughters of Independence : Gender, Caste
and Class in India, New Delhi, Kali for
Women, 1986.

Women : Tradition and Culture, Sterling
Publishers (Pvt.) Ltd., New Delhi, 1985.

Sex, Gender and Society, London, Temple
Smith.

The Changing Position of Indian Women, New
Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1978.
Violence Against Women, Jaipur, Arihant
Publishers, 1990.

Women in Rigveda, New Delhi, S. Chand &
Co. 1974.

Women & Society in India, Ajanta Publications,
New Delhi, 1987.

A Report on the Status of Women, Government
of India, 1989.

Type Setting By :
Computer Lab, Deptt. of Distance Education, Punjabi University, Patiala.
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